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‘I have been called the devil’

Debut ant Ashwin Sanghi weaves in the age-old theory of Jesus surviving crucifixion
and being buried at the famed Rozabal shrine in Kashmir in his book, ﬂieﬂazaballme
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b st me he broaght out his
book In 2007, It was uncker his
psedonym Stawn Halgins
And since he didn find any
1akers foe the boak e had o self-pub-

lish 1. Things wouk! ave syl
much thesime aly if he hadnt
chosen towrne The Roabal Ly The

stary thar mixed hiswory with relighon
and ad 2 whiff of consplracy sur-
rounding It created enough notse In
e caline world, encugh 1o get nts
cument publehers (Wisthand Lud. ) i
reach out o the author betning the
magrammical psiudomym Skhawn
Halgins — Ashwin Sanghi

A sadf-confessad fan of thallees, Sangn
has a simpke reasoa as 10 why he
penined s Murst book arcund sxch 2

ricky vopic. He says, “1 am not the

first person 10 nuckk this sabja
Them are ar lesrst 20 - 40 books that
have beon writen an this sabyect. But

what | found ecding thamn was, they
Cre vary dry. Thay were books you of
I'wouldn't plek up ar the alipoer. Foe

an lneresting wopkc as this, you hinwe
koo 3 e croavd thiere niself
A Yake grachmte, Sanghil bers goe the

sare-fire fommub rfight. He explains
Winn you ralk abour hsary plus

theology, you don't present it ke
vanilla. What you naxd s 2 dollop of
hot 1xge, nurs and chooolate s X
make It interesting

A rxy page mimes, the book In
Sarghts woeds Is “a poterit combing-
toa aof hseary and religion.™ A ploe
line thar howers arcund histeelcal

characters ke jeas Clrig, Osang Bin
laden, Mary Maghilax the
Hluminan and Opus Dt s thebook
geulrg the concroversial’ g Sanghl
s noocha hine abour 1. Commenting
10 e s, “Honestly spaaking
cantrovessies ame more in cae's mind
That sakd, *T dnink the reasaon win' my

AddrainSan @i Thes % call hinsd? m ey e airhy day and nowdisthynght

book ks genlrg such 2 esponse mign
be bacause, sar the st tme, the sib-
|ect las been wiiten ina caommercial
fommar” Even as he |okes about thx
varlous news npons abour the
Hoeatal Shrne saeing moee i lkons
thanks 1o his ook, SSnghl raranks, “l
think It’s not about coaroversy; Ie's
just tdar many pecple, who e not
heard of the theoey ( of jesus's life
Indla) and the shrine ar ™ .-.nx
about It foe the Nrs tme
[ am protably the 101k persan
who Badkinsdrg the subjct The xt
Is thar thenov then akesa e of Irs
Wil In thereader’s mind ™ he optnes

Sanghh ey sgread it helars bhaen
calkxd a canspincy theonst. *1 am ok
with in” e admits oo s cocsplra-
des makesanes mam inweresing, As
he axpiaims, *I1you s 1y Kaswis
crucitled, 1t nanmal. But If you say
that joas survivid the cnicdNxon

makes foe an inereing reexcd JFK gx
ting assesinarccd Is o Ineresng Im
y3d that there migght hanve beon a coa-
sptrcy behind I, and thar makes It
mensting

The book s expectnd managed 1o rats
the heckles of many As he |ews, I
mave oot alled God Akighty and |
mawe hixt people calling me thi Deadl
The best comumet he bas ever got is
from 2 reader who wote, 1 lawe nexd
ocher Indlan authoes whowilte for the
Booker (Prize)andane moee Ineres ]
i writrg bodd aboar the couniry: You
mave beoughit us 3 sense of pekk

You are Indla s Dan Brom , * s
1 fan's comment oa hils webishe
Laughing haarexily aboat the hawe
mall he has recehad, he xns, You
could nll uI;- pages u the whack
camments I'h goc. 1 hanw people

tedlirg me that 1am wrang and then
there awe peopke dechiring that 1 will
&0 1o hadll




